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able talk with him at theTsarskoye Selo Palace where I had
come to report to His Majesty.   The conversation turned
to the peasant uprisings and Trepov declared that the only
way to put an end to this disaster was to carry out an imme-
diate and extensive expropriation of privately owned land
for the benefit of the peasants.   I expressed my doubts as
to the advisability of adopting such a vastly important
measure hastily and ill-advisedly, and that on the very eve
of the opening of the Imperial Duma.   He retorted that
the landowners would welcome the measure:   "I am a
landed proprietor myself," he said, "and I would be very
glad indeed to give away half of my land, provided I could
be assured that on this condition I could safely keep the
other half."
During the audience His Majesty handed me a document
saying: "This is Professor Migulin's memoir. Take it
up in the Council of Ministers." This memoir advocated
the compulsory expropriation of land for the benefit of the
peasantry, as a measure which should be immediately
adopted and put into effect by Imperial decree. I under-
stood at once who had laid the project before the Emperor.
Professor Migulin, author of a great many clever and
pretentious compilations entirely devoid of true scholar-
ship, enjoyed some prestige among the middle class intel-
lectuals and provincial lionesses. He had, therefore, no
difficulty in gaining access to General Trepov. After the au-
dience, Trepov met me again and tried to persuade me that
the measure advocated in the memorandum which had been
handed to me should be adopted with all possible haste,
before the peasants had taken away all the land from the
gentry.
Migulin's project was examined by the Council of Min-
isters, and all its members, including Kutler, Minister of
Agriculture, assumed a negative attitude toward the pro-
posed measure. The unanimous opinion was that this meas-